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Recently a fortunate eBay purchase has expanded the Transition section to the other side of the calendar. The covenuad-igure
mailed on Friday, 13 September 1946, the last business day of use of the War Issue! The three copies each of Sc #@Bland Sc.

paid the then current 30 cent per half ounce air mail rate to England
Continued on Page 2
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Just got back from the Ottawa National show (Orapex). It was a pretty decent show with many meetings, dealers, extiikits and o
activities. Many came up from the USA, Western Canada and even St. Pierre and Miquelon, NFLD and the Maritimes.

Sadly Mufti material was not to be seen at the show, but there were a few nice KG VI items that | did come across from the W
Issue and Peace Issue.

One challenge | would like to put forth for the members is to see how many can put up an exhibit of any George VI siligject for
BNAPS Victoria show. One frame or eight frames (new limit) let me know if you have any interest. This is a chanceréopour g
to come out of the closet and show an area that has been lacking from most shows.

| believe more material from the Elizabethan era has been shown than from the George VI era. If we all make a comténted effo
try and get an exhibit together four months before the Victoria show our entries may have a better chance of being accepted.

Please send me your feedback on this and | will post info on my website for all to see.
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King George VI Study Groupg

The King George VI Study Group
operates under the auspices of the
British North America Philatelic
Society (BNAPS)

Stamp Issue Transition( cont 6d from pg 1)

Shown in Figure 2 is an unusual Peace Issue cover mailed on the following Monday, a

Canada Air Letter First Day Cover carrying one each of the Peace Issue definitive

than the required 15 cents, but to my eye the combination really told the story

S, Sc. #
268273, and a single Sc. # C9. Of course the huge amount of postage was much more

of the

- The Society for Canadian Philately. |5 nch of the Peace Issue. The 20 Sep.1946 Bombaystak shown in Figure 3, was a
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nice confirmation that the air letter actually went by air mail.
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King George VI Post & Mail is produced in Word using Microsoft Publisher. Manuscripts can be su
to the Editor either by mail or, preferably, in electronic format with text documents in M/S WORD. Si
illustrations (using a black background) should be sent as separate electronic files or colour photocop

Articles with no byline are written or compiled by the Editor. All articles reproduced in KGVI Post &
are the copyright of the author. The King George VI Post & Mail is the copyright of the BNAPS King
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EFO6s and

In Issue 12 of Post and Mail (Page S)ephen Prestexhibited a dramatic ink smear on an Upper Right Plate Block (# 14) of 10 of

the 1951 fAwith Poste/ Postaged 4A orange. I'n | ssue 1ldanat pag
tion in Issue 12 as to how these flaws might have occurred. He asked that other members share any similar flaws tleewasnay hav
wel | as their thoughts as to their providence. The two ab
Amufti o block, a fiblobo of ink was deposited near thentop
the 3A red KG VI Amuftio block a smal./l O6bl obo of i nkthewas
i mage, under magni fication the fAblobd was deposited near t
tril and 2) towards his chin. The smear has the appearance

As your editor is not well versed in the production process, he unfortunately cannot shed any light on how these errbigpeecur
fully, some of our readers can help explain how these smears occur during the production process.

Edi tor s Desk

This Issue 15 of Post & Mail features the seventh instalme@tanr y D i c &eries summadizng his research into First Day

Covers of the KG VI era. The current instalment dealomn wit
memorate the wedding of Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philip which had occurred on November 20,1947. This issue also featt
Garybs next instalment (Part XIlI) of the TOPICS Revisited
In the second feature artidiavid Whitely wr i t es about AWar Time Airmail -Ra4dEksofFe

tured are two very interesting covers, one to Cameroon and the other to Egypt.

The cover article 1946 St MikgStréesfeatues alcovarrhatiwasi naited on the last business t
day of use of the War Issue.

Your editor has started a fiFrom the Archiveso col ummybeThe
useful and unknown to members of the KG VI study group. A secondary purpose will be to highlight some of the reseaeh resour
that are available.

I would like to thank everyone who responded to my appeal for articles. Enough material was received to complete ftissueurrent
plus obtain a good start on the next issue.

If you have an article that is ready for publication, | would appreciate it you would forward it as soon as possibbee lfwwking
on an article, please let me know when you may be able to submit it. This will aid me greatly in the planning process.

In addition to full length feature articles we need submissions for the EFO column as well as short articles that caasbevesed
features.

As always, if you have any comments or suggestions, please do not hesitate to write me at kwlemke @sympatico.ca

| look forward to meeting members of the study group at BNAPEOOSSEAWAYPEX , Sept 1413, 2009
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Studying King George VI First Day Covers
Part VIl 8 The Royal Wedding Issue by Gary Dickinson

Introduction

A 4-cent stamp was issued by Canada on February 16, 1948 to commemorate the wedding of Princess Elizabeth and Prince P
which had occurred on November 20, 1947. The issue was originally scheduled for release on January 15, but was delayed f
month because of production difficulties. The stamp design (Scott No. 276) showed only the Princess and made no réference to
wedding or to the groom.

More than 80 different FDC cachets have been documented for the Royal Wedding issue. The purpose of this articlavis to revi
this range of cachets and to illustrate some of the more noteworthy examples produced by Canadian cachet makers.

Previous Studies

The philatelic |iterature revealed two prior attempehghy t o
series of articles iRirst Days the journal of the American First Day Cover Society, Melvin L. Baron (1) reviewed the covers known
to him at the time and also listed the cities and towns known to have day of issue postmarks. Baron listed and desegibed fou
different cachets in his 1981 article although only five were illustrated, and those only in black and white. In 128BoRiair(2)
provided illustrations and brief descriptions of 21 different cachets. In an unpublished study dated 1992, B. G. Pirtlune(B)
the Royal Wedding i ssue among FDC&ds reviewed for the r1947
varieties.

Organizing the Cachets

Several times as many cachets are known now than were listed by Baron, Dorval, and Perkins in their respective stuies. This
crease in quantity and complexity led to a need to develop a classification system in order to simplify the identificaisrigor
individual cachets. Whereas Baron assigned each cachet a distinct number even if it differed only slightly from anethereach
categories were developed and variations on a basic design were assigtgestibr ease of identificationlhis numbering methodol-

ogy has been used in previous articles in this series and in a monograph dealing with this issue in greater detaslygdin Tie

cludes a threéigit Scott catalogue number for the issue (276 in this case) followed by a three digit category number ggl 205)
then a twedigit number for a minor variation in text, design, or colour (eg. 02). Thus, a typical classification for ancigtidte
276.205.02.

TABLE |
CATEGORI ES OF CACHETS FOR CANADAG6S WEDDI T
CATEGORY TITLE AND NUMBER NO OF CACHETS

Thematic Categories
Princess Elizabeth alone 276.100 15
Prince Philip and Princess Elizabeth .200 16
Miscellaneous themes .500 13
Standard Categories
Postcards .600
Handdrawn or hanepainted .650
Labels or stickers .680
Predominantly text .800 10
Rubber stamps .850
General Purpose .900 7

Total 81
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As shown in Table I, the cachets are arranged so that those bearing the likeness of the Princess alone (15 cachet$iysite shown
followed by those showing the Princess and Prince together (16 cachets), and then another 13 cachets with miscellaseous the
related to the Royal Wedding. Six of the categoriesadof ¢
have been designated as standard categories. The greatest number of cachets among the standard categories weri@dghose cor
predominantly of text messages (10 cachets) followed by 8-thaveh or hangbainted cachets.

Noteworthy Cachets

With more than 80 cachets having been produced for the Royal Wedding issue, the ones selected here are of necesdjty a relat
s mal | proportion of those known. For the most part, thehe F
whole array of known cachets may be found in monograph form on the KG VI Study Group website (4) and a sampling of those pt

duced by makers in the United States will be discussed in a forthcoming artgistiDays the journal of the American First Day
Cover Society.

The first pair of cachets shown illustrates the difficulties that the cachet makers had with the change in the dafmof ikugary
15 to February 16, 1948. Montreal dealer J.C. Rosenbaum was identifying his work with his initials JCR at this poirgraand he
duced his cachet for the Royal Wedding issue in three different colours (brown, blue, and black with a slight tint a$ gedkea3
the two different dates. Figure 1 shows the brown version with the later (correct) date. Figure 2 has the blue vettgoraulitdt

printed with the January date. The erstwhile collector A.W. Whatley of Gelert, ON applied the correct date in two pif&ceTs
with a rubber stamp.
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Figure 1. Cachet by JCR in brown with February 16 date addressed to A.G. Golding of Brantford, ON
with Ottawa day of issue machine cancellation. (Cachet 276.101.03)

COMMEMORAYING THE

Ropal Wedding
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Figure 2 . Blue version of JCR cachet printed with January 15 date corrected by rubber
stamp impressions and postmarked Peterborough, ON. (Cachet 276.101.05)
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A waistup photograph of Princess Elizabeth in her wedding dress carrying a bouquet and waving to a crowd was featurédcasteblac
probably produced by W.C. West, a former Calgary lawyer who had apparently moved to Vancouver by 1948. West producedfa numbe
cachets for Canadian stamp issues during the 193006s aadthel 940
not atiDay fbver o appears at the bottom. The cover was posted

ROYAL WEDDING NOV, 20, 1947

Mr. W. C. West
1080 Gilford Street
Vancouver, B.C.

Ist Day Cover

Figure 3. Black photographic cachet by W.C. West, posted in Vancouver on the day of issue
and selfaddressed (Cachet 276.103)

At least six stamp clubs are known to have produced FDa€tlhes f
Detroit Philatelic Society both used their business corner cards while the Ottawa Philatelic Society and the Windsoil8taong Clab
both had general purpose cachets that they used with other issues around that time. The Canadian Philatelic SodBatgn&thep

Club both used cachets that were designed for this specific issue. The Guelph cachet, shown in Figure 4, featured atbtadknage
of the Princess that was basically the same as the image on the actual stamp.
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Guelph Stamp Olub e
i | S— %
Y7 Harry werss
Fditor  weekly Philafelic Gossip
S HalFo
First Day of Issue Kdnms (s?-.a

Figure 4. Guelph Stamp Club FDC with a cachet design similar to the stamp, postmarked with an Ottawa

machine cancellation and addressed to the editor of a philatelic newsletter in Kansas. a@et 276.105)
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The cachet shown in Figure 5 features aledigth portrait of the Prince and Princess in full wedding regalia standing tajptloé a stair-
case. This cachet is based upon one that was published by Art Craft, but it omits the date of the wedding which appémttohabf
the genuine Art Craft cachet, and it also omits the company logo which appeared in the lower left corner. The prirdgfgrfuseca-

chet also included a grey screen which was not present on the Art Craft cachet. The cover is unaddressed and haad Garsidzun
cancellation on the day of issue.
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Figure 5. AfiBorrowedo Art Craft cachet omitting the | ogo
at Parry Sound, ON. (Cachet 276.207.04)

At least four versions of a Royal Wedding FDC by Canadian cachet maker Herman Jacobi are known. The basic variatiwosrare in
and blue, but there are also hazaloured versions. The cover shown in Figure 6 has the basic blue cachet with addedldwaimd) in

pink for the two overlapping hearts. The cancellation is indistinct although the day of issue portion is clear, and thexddressed to
llinois.

D

Figure 6. Herman Jacobi cachet with hanecoloured hearts, addressed to Betty W. Wills
of Des Plaines, lllinois. (Cachet 276.501.03)
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The Royal Wedding issue was also noteworthy for the first FDC in arlomgng series produced and distributed by the Candgiauk
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FDC. The example shown in Figure 7 was addressed to the noted philatelist George Marler in Montreal and is postmarkedt@ttawa

day

of i ssue.
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Figure 7. Uncacheted Canadian Bank Note Company cover addressed to George Marler and

W. R.

postmarked Ottawa on the day of issue. (Cachet 276.810)

Smith, a Toronto resident wh o

produced

an hedsdvezah s i v

different cachets for the 1948 Royal Wedding issue. The first of these is shown in Figure 8, and it is the same ceatiesédafor the
Citizenship issue as it pictures a beaver at work with leaves overhead. This is a vivitbloameld cachet but makes no refege to the
Royal Wedding. A second version (Figure 9) shows the same pictorial design but is printed in brown. There is teptditttieedachet

readi

ng,

fiCommemorating"ahed wWhiylae

tMaxtr i mtget h&Nolvot R2®m4 8 ndli c afi

final Smith cachet (Figure 10) was designed and produced specifically for the Royal Wedding. Itdslbaretl and picturesdove car-
rying an olive branch while flying over maple leaves. Appropriate commemorative messages and dates comprise theatelattdop

Charleen Jenseén
769 ilerton Street
Toronto 12

Onturic

Figure 8. Hand-coloured W.R. Smith cachet showing a beaver and maple leaves, addressed

to Toronto and postmarked Ottawa on the day of issue. (Cachet 276.656.01)

h
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Figure 9. Brown W.R. Smith cachet showing a beaver and maple leaves, with appropriate
commemorative text at top and bottom, postmarked at Toronto Terminal A on day
of issue and with an erased, lighthpenciled address. (Cachet 276.656.02)

/r'.‘-' : N »‘(

Figure 10. Handcoloured W.R. Smith cachet showing a dove and maple leaves on an
Ottawa-registered FDC. A Toronto machine receiving cancellation is

dated February 17, and a lightlypenciled address has been erased. (Cachet 276.653)

Day of Issue Locations

Although Ottawa was the only official day of issue location, first day postmarks have been recorded from numerous ethé affico n 6 s
original tally included ten different first day postmarks, but a total of 50 have been documented to date. The mafficasofiere in
Ontario (64%) followed by five in Quebec and four in British Columbia. The only province with no recorded first day tansellas

Prince Edward Island.

Conclusion

The stamp issued by Canada on February 16, 1948 to commemorate the wedding of Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philipedies-rather
trian in appearance and made no reference to either the groom or the wedding itself. Its interest to philatelists e@byetitfeapablica-

tion of more than 80 first day cachets which added to the celebratory nature of the stamp. It seems likely that aaldigisrancain to

be discovered and added to the already broad array of those already documented.
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ANNUAL BNAPEX CONVENTION

BNAPEX-2003SEAWAYPEX 8 September 1113, 2009

The annual BNAPEX convention will be held Septembetl212009 at the Ambassador Conference Resort, 1550 Princess Street,
Kingston, Ontario, Canada, K7M 9E2. This years convention is hosted by the Seaway Regional Group of BNAPS and the Kingst
Stamp Club.

I f you havenot attended a National Convention or a m®m@a&aj or
great opportunity to combine a little vacation with your hobby.

Activities this year include:

* Visiting |l ocal attractions such as Ol d Fort Henry, Royal
* Stamp Bourse with approximately 30 dealers from across Canada.

* A world class exhibit (approx 150 frames) of BNA material.

* Social events where you get a chance to make new fsiends

* Most study groups wi |ld thesengeetingas are agreat spportenayrtodsisare informatienn t i o n
NOTE: The KG VI Study Group meeting is scheduled for 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM on Saturday, Sept 12/09

For full Convention information visit the web-site at http:// bnaps.org/conv_events.htm
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War Time Airmail Rates from North America to Africa: 1940-1941 by David Whiteley

Once ltaly entered the World War 1l on June 10 1940 the-tvbediterranean section of the British Empire air route to Africd a

the Far East was disrupted. Further complications occurred when on June 22 1940 th&é&naacoarmistice was signed and
French Africa became temporarily under the control of Vichy France, consequently denied British flights across EastiAffigca an
Sahara further |l imiting Africads air correspondencesanth
veyed from England by sea to Durban then by BOAC over the Horseshoe Route to rest of Africa, India and the Far East. No
American air mail was therefore considerably delayed. In September 1940 the United States Post Office advised theoplablic it
offer an accelerated service to East Africa via San Francisco by Pan American Airways to Hong Kong and then by BOAC to Afric
this would provide a 7 to 10 days faster service.

The United States Post Office announcement was as follows.

There is no connection for airmails to be sent via the tlanns| ant i ¢ route for countries in
Airmail service is now available via traf®zacific route (Pan American Airways FAM 14), onward from Hong Kong via
Indo-China, Thailand (Siam), Burma, India, Iraq, Egypt, Sudan, Kdiganda, Tanganyika, Nyasaland, Mozambique,
Northern Rhodesia, and Southern Rhodesia, to the Union of South Africa. The frequency of service is once a week. (U.S.
Post Office Department, Supplement September 1940)

Airmail fees, however were more expensive than the traditional BOAC route. Rates were initially set effective August 80940
per half ounce to the Sudan, 85c per half ounce to Kbgganda, Madagascar, Tanganyika,& Zanzibar, 90c per half ounce to North
& South Rhodesia, Nyasaland, 95c to South Africa & Southwest Africa. Effective November 6 the rate to Madagascar, Mauritius
Mozambique was set at 90c per half ounce. On July 18 1941 a flat rate of $1.10 was established, (AuduSt 9a1Bulletin¥.

This arrangement terminated in November 1941 with the establishment with t#erRaican transAtlantic route from Miami via
Brazil to West Africa, as by then the French Colonies in the Sahara had adopt to support the Free French Forces.

What is most interesting is the fact | have been unable to locate any reference to this service in the Canadian P@sideffice
Supplements or Bulletins yet the service must have been advertised somehow, as | have two covers carried over this route.

Fig.1Via San Francisca Hong Kong 6 Cameroon



