THE R.P.O. NEWSLETTER
OF THE CANADIAN R.P.O. STUDY GROUP (BNAPS)

Volume IV No. 1 ' February 1976

First Things First
Happy New Year to all of you from Lew and Jim.

Annual Report Of Secretary-Treasurer
Membership now totals 52, with the death last year of Voorheis Ditmars.
Add #54, L.R. Yow, Box 753, Kamloops, B.C. Also, two address changes:

#16 Mrs. Gayle Mayo - 5443 PASEO, Kansas City, Mo. 64110
#17 George Smalley =~ 298 John Street, Gananoque, Ontario K7G 1A7

Does anyone know Eldon Godfrey's present address? My last mailing was
returned marked moved (I think). The Treasurer's report is as follows:

Balance 12/31/74 $105.69
Income 59.57
Dues $54.00
Interest 5.57
Expenses S 78.43
Newsletter $31.90
Donation To 6.00
Postal
Museum
Rarity Factor 40.53
Project
Balance 12/31/75 $ 86.83

Our finances are still in good shape but we should look forward to a
probably second dues collection at our annual meeting this year. That
is, unless we can get another 20 or more new members.

New Project Moving Slowly

And the reason is you! Joe Purcell tells me that he has received reports
from only seven members, with seven more promised. That leaves 38 to go
if this project to update the rarity factors is to be successful. Your
job is easy compared with Lew Ludlow's. He spent 1-1/2 dats counting
just Newfoundland and the Maritimes (a total of about 11M). Joe has his




card system all set up, so sit down tonight and get your count off to him.

If you get done quickly, you might still be able to add some to your

collection by trading duplicates. I sent my list to Joe and got back
19 of his duplicates which I needed. Then, several others sent me a

copy of their listing to Joe and we traded another 25-30.

Rarity Factor Isn't The Whole Picture N

I've gotten notes from several people asking the basis for trading, and
also requests for copies of Shaw's book which is now out of print. Rarity
factor is a logical basis for trading, but so are the % of the strike
visible, the condition of the strike, the value of the stamp itself, etc.
Let's quote a section from the Shaw book: "This 'R' is for clear, complete,
cancellations on stamp or piece. Covers would bring a premium of 100%;
while backstamps and facing slips would be worth only 50% of this scale.
Partial strikes can be valued if sufficient is visible to decide the type
run and serial number by proportioning 'R' to the amount visible, e.g.,
60% complete takes 60% 'R'."

While on this subject, it might be worthwhile commenting on some of the
pricing being used on R.P.0O. cancellations --- like $2.00-$5.00 or more for
common cancellations with rarity factors of under 50. This will kill off
any chance for new collectors to get interested or for present collectors
to expand their collections. This is still another reason for the Study
Group to encourage trading of duplicates.

Notes From #13-Ken Ellison

Have two notes from Ken with some nice info: 1) He has found M29B on

stamp (#270, the 14¢ black brown of the 1946 "Peace" issue.) This had been
listed as on facing slip only. 2) He has a nice cover stamped "Recovered
by Divers from the Wreck of the S.S. Empress of Ireland" and back stamped"
Branch Dead Letter Office, September 15, 1914, Ottawa, Ontario". The ship,
while in a heavy fog, was in collision with the Danish collier Storstad near
Father Point on the St. Lawrence River and sunk within 15 minutes (1024
lives were lost). 3) The attached xerox of an article and cover of a
"floating post office". Many thanks for sharing these with us, Ken.

And Some More Notes - From #6-Jack Wallace

Jack sent me a listing of about 40 Western runs he has on postcards. And

1 mean he has some toughies! As he said, "The R.P.0.'s I have will certainly
raise hell with the rarity factors - Thank goodness I threw away all those
poorer strikes"! He also includes some very interesting facts.

1) (Of interest in recording train numbers in B.C.)Canadian Pacific - odd
numbers -~ West (to Vancouver), Esquimalt and Nanaimo - even numbers -
South (to Victoria), Canadian National - odd numbers - West (to
Vancouver), Great Northern - even numbers - North (Seattle to Vancouver),
Pacific Great Eastern - even numbers - South (towards Vancouver)
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