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F i r s t  Things F i r s t  
Happy New Year to  a l l  of  you from Lew and J i m .  

Annual Report  Of Secretary-Treasurer  
Membership now t o t a l s  52, w i th  t h e  dea th  l a s t  yea r  of  Voorheis Ditmars. 
Add #54, L.R. Yow, Box 753, Kamloops, B.C. Also, two addres s  changes: 

#16 M r s .  Gayle Mayo - 5443 PASEO, Kansas C i t y ,  Mo. 64110 
#17 George Smalley - 298 John Street, Gananoque, On ta r io  K7G 1A7 

Does anyone know Eldon Godfrey ' s  p re sen t  address?  My l a s t  mai l ing  was 
r e tu rned  marked moved (I  th ink )  . The Treasu re r  ' s r e p o r t  i s  a s  fol lows : 

Balance 12/31/74 $105.69 

Income 
Dues $54.00 
Interest 5.57 

Expenses 
Newslet ter  $31.90 
Donation To 6.00 

P o s t a l  
Museum 

R a r i t y  Fac to r  40.53 
P r o j e c t  

Balance 12/31/75 $ 86.83 

Our f i nances  a r e  s t i l l  i n  good shape b u t  w e  should look forward t o  a  
probably second dues c o l l e c t i o n  a t  our  annual  meeting t h i s  yea r .  That  
is ,  u n l e s s  w e  can g e t  ano ther  20 o r  more new members. 

New P r o j e c t  Movinq Slowly 
And t h e  reason i s  you! Joe  P u r c e l l  t e l l s  m e  t h a t  he has  r ece ived  r e p o r t s  
from only  seven members, w i t h  seven more promised. That  l e a v e s  38 t o  go 
i f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  t o  update t h e  r a r i t y  f a c t o r s  i s  t o  be  s u c c e s s f u l .  Your 
job  i s  easy  compared wi th  Lew Ludlow's. He spen t  1-1 /2  d a t s  count ing 
j u s t  Newfoundland and t h e  Maritimes ( a  t o t a l  of about 1 1 M ) .  J o e  has  h i s  



c a r d  system a l l  set up, s o  s i t  down t o n i g h t  and g e t  your count  o f f  t o  him. 

I f  you g e t  done qu ick ly ,  you might s t i l l  be a b l e  t o  add some t o  your  
c o l l e c t i o n  by t r a d i n g  d u p l i c a t e s .  I s e n t  my l i s t  t o  J o e  and g o t  back 
19 o f  h i s  d u p l i c a t e s  which I needed. Then, s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  s e n t  m e  a  
copy of  t h e i r  l i s t i n g  t o  Joe  and w e  t r a d e d  ano the r  25-30. 

R a r i t y  F a c t o r  I s n ' t  The Whole P i c t u r e  \ 

I ' v e  g o t t e n  no te s  from s e v e r a l  people  ask ing  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t r a d i n g ,  and 
a l s o  r e q u e s t s  f o r  c o p i e s  o f  Shawls book which i s  now o u t  o f  p r i n t .  R a r i t y  
f a c t o r  i s  a  l o g i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  t r a d i n g ,  b u t  s o  a r e  t h e  % of t h e  s t r i k e  
v i s i b l e ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of  t h e  s t r i k e ,  t h e  va lue  o f  t h e  stamp i t s e l f ,  e t c .  
L e t ' s  quote  a  s e c t i o n  from t h e  Shaw book: "This  ' R '  i s  f o r  c l e a r ,  complete,  
c a n c e l l a t i o n s  on stamp o r  piece .  Covers would b r i n g  a  premium o f  100%; 
wh i l e  backstamps and f ac ing  s l i p s  would be worth on ly  50% of  t h i s  s c a l e .  
P a r t i a l  s t r i k e s  can b e  valued i f  s u f f i c i e n t  i s  v i s i b l e  t o  dec ide  t h e  t ype  
run and s e r i a l  number by p ropor t ion ing  ' R '  t o  t h e  amount v i s i b l e ,  e .g . ,  
60% complete t a k e s  60% ' R '  ." 
While on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  it might be worthwhile commenting on some of  t h e  
p r i c i n g  being used on R.P.O. c a n c e l l a t i o n s  --- l i k e  $2.00-$5.00 o r  more f o r  
clmmon c a n c e l l a t i o n s  w i t h  r a r i t y  f a c t o r s  of  under 50. T h i s  w i l l  k i l l  o f f  
any chance f o r  new c o l l e c t o r s  t o  g e t  i n t e r e s t e d  o r  f o r  p r e s e n t  c o l l e c t o r s  
t o  expand t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  s t i l l  ano the r  reason  f o r  t h e  Study 
Group t o  encourage t r a d i n g  o f  d u p l i c a t e s .  

Notes From #13-Ken E l l i s o n  
Have two n o t e s  from Ken w i t h  some n i c e  info:  1) H e  has  found M29B on 
stamp (#270, t h e  14C b l a c k  brown of  t h e  1946 "Peace" i s sue . )  Th i s  had been 
l i s t e d  a s  on f ac ing  s l i p  only .  2 )  He h a s  a  n i c e  cover  stamped "Recovered 
by Divers  from t h e  Wreck o f  t h e  S.S. Empress o f  I r e l a n d "  and back stamped" 
Branch Dead L e t t e r  O f f i c e ,  September 15,  1914, Ottawa, O n t a r i o " .  The s h i p ,  
wh i l e  i n  a  heavy fog,  was i n  c o l l i s i o n  w i t h  t h e  Danish c o l l i e r  S t o r s t a d  nea r  
Fa the r  Po in t  on t h e  S t .  Lawrence River  and sunk w i t h i n  15 minutes  (1024 
l i v e s  w e r e  l o s t ) .  3) The a t t a c h e d  Xerox of  an a r t i c l e  and cover  of  a  
" f l o a t i n g  p o s t  o f f i c e " .  Many thanks  f o r  sha r ing  t h e s e  wi th  us ,  Ken. 

And Some More Notes - From #6-Jack Wallace 
Jack s e n t  m e  a  l i s t i n g  o f  about  40 Western runs  he  has  on pos t ca rds .  And 
I mean h e  h a s  some toughies !  A s  he  s a i d ,  "The R . P . O . ' s  I have w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  
r a i s e  h e l l  w i t h  t h e  r a r i t y  f a c t o r s  - Thank goodness I threw away a l l  t h o s e  
poorer  s t r i k e s " !  He a l s o  i n c l u d e s  some ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t s .  

I) (Of i n t e r e s t  i n  r eco rd ing  t r a i n  numbers i n  B.C.)Canadian P a c i f i c  - odd 
numbers - W e s t  ( t o  Vancouver),  Esquimalt  and Nanaimo - even numbers - 
South ( t o  V i c t o r i a )  , Canadian Na t iona l  - odd numbers - W e s t  ( t o  
Vancouver),  Grea t  Northern - even numbers - North ( S e a t t l e  t o  Vancouver),  
P a c i f i c  Grea t  Eas t e rn  - even numbers - South ( towards  ~ a n c o u v e r )  
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