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up to form vertical coils. These can be
dated precisely because of the hand stamp
on the back of the paste ups which reads
“Postage Stamp Branch — May 11, 1915—
P.O.D.”

It would seem very possible that the use
of these provisional coils, which would
naturally be perforated 12 horizontally,
proved to be so much more effective in the
vending machines than those perforated 8
that they gave rise to the idea of changing
the perforation in the regular vertical coils.
The time interval between the issuance of
the provisional coils in May of 1915 and
the theoretical date of issue of the rzgular
vertical coils perf. 12 in late 1915 or early
1916 seems just about right.

Accordingly I am reasonably satisfied
that Scott and Boggs are more nearly correct
in dating these two stamps than are the
others, although it would seem that Boggs’
September date is somewhat too early.
Even Scott may be incorrect in calling the
date 1915 since January of 1916 is a dis-
tinct possibility.

It is unfortunate to find such wide vari-
ance on such a relatively simple matter
among the respected standards of reference
in the field of Canadian philately and it
raises the question of what might be done
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to correct a situation which is by no means
restricted to the date of issue of these two
stamps. I know that in the field of Canadian
Semi-Official Airmails I can point out more
than a dozen important differences of fact
between the standard references, and in
some instances I suspect that all of them
are incorrect. In another field that I have
studied personally, the Small Queens, the
same situation prevails and I imagine that
it may well prevail in all fields.

Perhaps this is the time to suggest that a
Society such as ours, with its many dis-
tinguished specialists in every field of Cana-
dian philately, would be well equipped to
institute a group of specialized committees
charged with establishing certain basic data
in their respective fields and making this
information available in a Society Handbook
that could be accepted as the standard
reference for the material covered.
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a single of the same stamp brought $215.
At this same sale we were successful in
purchasing a set of the proofs of the 1931
Airmails in black complete with die num-
bers but without watermark to go with the
proofs, in color that we have of C6-C8. If
we cant buy stamps, we will buy proofs.
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Private Treaty Department.

Offered subject unsold.

Private Treaty Department

PRIVATE TREATY OFFERS
Attractive B.N.A, properties placed with H. R. Harmer, Inc. for sale through their

Prices asked are generally those recommended by the expert appraisers of the

Department.
#1261 British North America, Unused collection, 19th and 20th Century,

660 stamps ... i $660.00
#262 British North America. Used collection of 730 stamps .. 875,00
#1328 British North America. Mainly mint George VI onwards, plus a

few U.S. and Possessions ... .. 260.00
#329 Canada. Specialized mint collection of p]ate blocks in 16 “Four

Square” albums. Very complete. Catalogued Bileski (1962), $17,000. 7500.00
#251 Canada. Plate block collection; post-war issues in 8 volumes.

Catalogued Bileski (1962), $2,177 . 5
Further detall:, on reque:,t "Available for examination 9:30
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Fridays.

H, R. HARMER,

. 1450.00

INC.
6 West 48th Street, New York 36, N.Y.
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