A philatelic and postal history of
NEWFOUNDLAND

(a continuing series of articles by Brien C. Damien; conclusion)

Newfoundland: the age
of Confederation

“, . . Newfoundland became the tenth
province of Canada immediately before
midnight on March 31, 1949,” states a gov-
ernment publication. Let it suffice to state
also that the event mentioned — Confedera-
tion—and its indirect results have since
revolutionized nearly every phase of New-
foundland life. Newfoundland’s trans-
formation from a woe-begotten colony into
a relatively prosperous Canadian province
was pioneered by Joseph R. Smallwood, the
island’s first premier and foremost politi-
cal leader of all time.

Jurisdiction over the Newfoundland
postal system was transferred to the Canada
Post Office — which brought its own stamps,
bilingual forms, and Canadian coins and
currency. Small villages, known by the dis-
tinctive Newfoundland term “outport” were
abandoned and are being abandoned, the
residents “centralizing” into larger centres
where better medical, educational, social,
and postal facilities are found, and where
nearby highways link them to the capital

and regional centers. Thousands of miles
of highway have been reconstructed or
built anew where none existed before. With
the exceptions of the south west coast, the
eastern shore of the Great Northern Penin-
sula, and most of Labrador, no part of the
Province of Newfoundland does not bene-
fit from highway mail service. Highway
services provided the third ribbon, parallel
to boat and rail lines until 1968, when rail-
way mail services were phased out. New-
foundland’s 500-mile-plus section of the
5,200-mile Trans Canada Highway spans
the wilderness, linking outports and regional
centers while taking over mountain, swamp,
lake, and forest with asphalt. The 50-foot
wide lifeline has opened the interior of the
island at a rate undreamed of only a few
years ago.

In the air, planes of highly advanced de-
sign link St. John’s with Montreal, 700 air
miles away, in two hours. Airports at
Gander, Stephenville, St. John's, St. An-
thony, Marystown, St. Albans, Deer Lake,
Goose Bay, Churchill Falls, Twin Falls,
and Wabush are tied together to the main-
land by Air Canada and Eastern Provincial
Airways mail flights.
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A NOTE

The foremost purpose of this work has been to collect and organize accurate
facts on various aspects of the philatelic and postal history of Newfoundland.
For that reason, this has not been titled, “the . .
history.” This meager exploration of the field has not touched at many points
which might be considered important; these have been well-covered by others
writing on this topic. (See the bibliography). In this final copy, footnotes have
been omitted to improve general interest content and readability; other copies
extensively annotated exist, and it's my hope that future researchers will find

There is still much work to be done on this topic, and I wish that this will
provide a basis and inspiration for further work. The true philatelist, the true
student of postal history, will not fail to report his findings after questioning

. history” but rather “a . . .

—BRIAN C. DAMIEN
North Brewer, Maine
7 July 1969
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Postal buildings, stamps, and transporta-
tions have changed drastically even in re-
mote areas. For example, let's examine the
case of Twillingate on WNewfoundland’s
northern coast: Twillingate was settled for
many years beforehand, but did not have a
post office until 1851. Until 1863 it was
serviced by sailing vessels; since then steam-
ships and motor vessels have been em-
ployed. Confederation brought a ferry to
the mainland of Newfoundland, then a
causeway, a new postal building, and high-
way mail service. Dog teams, horse teams,
railway boats, and privately owned motor
vessels have all been used for the mails to
Twillingate, but now a truck drives to the
main island of Newfoundland, daily. Hav-
ing corresponded with the seventh post-
master of Twillingate, Mr. W. A. Manuel,
one begins to feel that Mr. Manuel and
Newfoundlanders in general take pride in
being part of Canada.

‘What does the future hold? These are the
possibilities: hovercraft riding on a cushion
of air, zipping mail across the Cabot Strait
in minutes rather than hours —the in-
creased popularization of electronic fac-
simile, which combines telephone lines with
the Xerox process — and aircraft traveling
anywhere on the earth in a fraction of the
present time. It can only be hoped that
Newfoundland and Canada will have the
foresight to recognize true progress; The
major advances in civilization are processes
that all but wreck the societies in which
they occur.” (Alfred North Whitehead).
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