NEWFOUNDLAND PLATE NUMBERS

by John M. Walsh

(With the assistance of John Butt,
Thomas Nemec and Mary Boland)

Part 1 — 1897 to 1931

Sheets of Newfoundland stamps, issued
over the years from 1857 to 1949, have had sev-
eral interesting markings located in the margins
or selvedge, placed there by the particular print-
ing firm hired to design and print the issue in
question. Several ideas exist as to why this was
done.

In some cases it was used to identify or
promote the name of the printing firm, i.e., the
company name appears as an imprint or inscrip-
tion (American Bank Note Co., New York; Na-
tional Bank Note Co., New York; British American
Bank Note Co., Ottawa; Bradbury, Wilkinson &
Co., LD, New Malden, Surrey, England; Cana-
dian Bank Note Co., Ottawa). In another case
the markings were used to determine when the
engraved plate was wearing out, i.e. lathe scroll
work or solid color bars.

In other instances, a numeral is found in the
margin. Collectors have come to call this a plate
number. With Newfoundland stamps it is interest-
ing to note that this numeral or plate number is
not found prior to 1897, nor is it found on all
values of issued stamps.

Before tackling the study of the Newfound-
land plate numbers it is necessary to state what
perforation guage is being used, because Meyer-
son states that not all gauges give the same
perforation readings. In this study a Stanley Gib-
bons Instanta Perforation Gauge with the perfo-
rations going from 9.8 to 18.2 was used.

Sources that have assisted me in my re-
search include Winthrop S. Boggs, Postage
Stamps and Postal History of Newfoundland,
Chambers Publishing Company, 1942, reprinted
by Quarterman, 1975; Robson Lowe, The Encyc-
lopedia of British Empire Postage Stamps, Vol-
ume V, North America, Robson Lowe Limited,
1973; John Ayshford, The Last Stamps of New-
foundland, Robson Lowe Ltd., 1978; and Daniel
C. Meyerson, The Trail of the Caribou, British
North America Philatelic Society, edited by R.J.
Woolley.

The earliest use of a plate number that |
know of appears in connection with the 1¢ blue
green value of the 1897 Royal Familly Issue. It

has a reversed numeral 3 in the upper left corner
margin, and is perforated 12 x 12. Neither Boggs
nor Lowe mention the existence of any plate
number for this stamp. Lowe, however, reports
that plate 2 exists for the 2¢ orange, while plates
3 and 4 appear with the 3¢ orange.

Meyerson reports that the 2¢ orange has a
reversed numeral 2 in the upper right corner.
Meyerson also reports that the 3¢ orange has a
3 in the upper left and that the reversed numeral
exists in the upper left. He also reports a reversed
numeral 4 with F 5610 (a control number?) in
the upper right corner. | have not seen these.

Plate numbers for the Map of Newfoundland
Issue, the lithographed John Guy Issue, the en-
graved John Guy Issue and the 1911 Royal Fam-
ily Issue have not been reported in the literature.

The Caribou Issue of 1919 is the next issue
to have plate numbers. | have found the 1¢ green
value has plate 1 at left center, opposite the 41st
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Areversed '3' on the 1¢ value of the 1897 Royal
Family Issue.
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stamp, plate 2 at right center, opposite the 50th
stamp, and plate 3 at left center, opposite the
41st stamp. All are perforated 14.1 x 14.1. Robson
Lowe stated that the 1¢ green plate 1 was un-
numbered; this is obviously incorrect.

The 2¢ scarlet value has plate 1 at left
center, plate 2 at right center, and plate 3 at left
center. These too were perforated 14.1 x 141

The 3¢ brown value has plate 1 at left center,
plate 2 at right center and plate 3 at left center.
Again these were perforated 14.1 x 14.1.

Meyerson reports that a 1¢ green Caribou
plate exists on a 1923 cover. | have not seen
this item.

The next issue to have a plate number ap-
pear in the selvedge is the Pictorial issue of 1923;

the 3¢ brown value with plate 2 is known.

It has been reported by Boggs that the 3¢
value was printed in sheets of 100. The plates
of this issue that | have found are located in the
lower left corner, with a line located below the
upright numeral — most likely an indicator for
cutting the sheet apart. A cover has been found
bearing the 3¢ value with the same numeral style
located in the upper left corner still, with the
same line located below the numeral. For this
to happen there must have been two panes of
100 subjects, or a sheet of 200, printed contrary
to what Boggs has reported. The perforation 13.7
X 14 has been found on these examples.

The Publicity Issue of 1928 has not been
reported as having any values with plate num-

Plate Numbers on Newfoundland Stamps
1897 to 1931

Issue Perforation
1897 Royal Family

1¢ blue green 12x12
1919 Caribou

1¢green 14.1 x14.1
1¢ green 141 x 141
1¢green 14.1x14.1
2¢ scarlet 141 x14.1
2¢ scarlet 141 x 141
2¢ scarlet 141x 141
3¢ brown 141x14.1
3¢ brown 141x14.1
3¢ brown 141x14.1
1923 Pictorial

3¢ brown 13.7x 14
3¢ brown 13.7x14
1929 Pictorial

2¢ deep carmine 13.8x13.5
2¢ deep carmine 13.8x13.5
2¢ deep carmine 13.8x13.8
3¢ red brown 13.8x13.8
3¢ red brown 13.8x13.8
3¢ red brown 13.8x13.5
3¢ red brown 13.5x13.8
3¢ red brown 13.8x13.8
1931 Publicity

2¢ red 13.8x13.8
3¢ red brown 13.8x13.8
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Legend: LC - left center; RC - right center; R - numeral reversed
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bers on them.
In the Publicity Issue of 1929 both the 2¢

deep carmine and the 3¢ red brown are reported Canada, Newfoundland
to have plate numbers. | have found the 2¢ deep

carmine with plate 2 at the lower left corner, with And Other B.N.A.

13.8 x 13.5 perforation, and plate 3 at the lower Public Auctions

left corner, with 13.8 x 13.5 and 13.8 x 13.8.
| have found the 3¢ red brown value with

plate 2 at the lower left corner, perforated 13.8 Basutoland, Falkland Islands

x 13.8. Another plate 2 lower left corner, perfo- and other British Common-
rated 13.8 x 13.8, has been found with the bottom
sheet margin imperforate horizontally. Lowe wealth. Mint, Used, On Cover,

makes no mention of a plate having this feature.
To date | have seen only one example of a plate
with this variety. The 3¢ value is also found with cumulations Bought and Sold.
plate 3 at the upper right corner, with three differ-
ent perforations, 13.8 x 13.5, 13.5 x 13.8 and

Single Rarities, Collections, Ac-

JOHN H. TALMAN

13.8 x 13.8.
In the Publicity Issue of 1931 the 2¢ red BOX 70, ADELAIDE STREET P.O.
value with plate 2 at the lower left corner is per-
forated 13.8 x 13.8. The 3¢ red brown value with TORONTO, ONT.  M5C 2H8
plate 3 at the upper right corner is also perforated PHONE (416) 863-1465
13.8 x 13.8. Visit our store at 211 Yonge St.
The table shows the plates, locations, and (Upper Mezzanine)
perforations | have found associated with the Downtown Toronto

issues from 1897 to 1931,

Does Your Philatelic Library Need A Transfusion?

If the answer is yes, why not send for the greatly expanded
BNAPS Book Department list (post free)

BNAPS

CATALOGS NEWTITLES Retail  Price
Walburn — The Standard Canada Precancel Cat. - 1988 6.95 6.00
Scott Canada Specialized 6.95 6.00
Canada Specialized Postage Stamp Cat, 7.50 6.25
Staecker — The Canadian Permit Postage Stamp Specialized Cat. 15.00  13.00
BOOKS
Hennok — Post. Hist. Series #4 — Arnell — Transatlantic Stampless

Mail to and from the United States of America 23.00 20.00
Hennok — Post, Hist, Series #5 — Harrison — Canada’s Registry System 23.00 20.00
Kell — The Post, Hist. of the District of Assiniboia 1882-1095 19.95 17.00
0'Reilly — Northwest Territories Postal Cancellations 1907-1986 24.95 21.00

Remember — These and many, many other books are available from the
BNAPS BOOK DEPT.

Please note that all orders MUST be prepaid. Prices shown are postpaid (Book Rate).

Please add $1.50 per order for handling
For payment in U.S. Funds, deduct 20%
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery

BNAPS BOOK DEPARTMENT
PO. BOX 1082
OAKVILLE, ONTARIO, CANADA L6J 5E9

20 / BNA TOPICS / SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1987 /





